
Harlem Township Zoning Commission 

3883 South State Route 605 

Galena, Ohio 43021 

 

April 4, 2022 

 

Chair, Mike Kabler, called hearing HTZC 22-07 for Jackie L. and Terri L. Fling, to order at 9:13 

p.m.  Mr. Kabler asked for a roll call of members. 

 

Members Present: Mike Kabler, Virginia Lewis, Tom Nied, Joni Manson 

Alternates Present: Bruce Hamill, Brittany Hoperich 

Secretary:  Sherrie Steele 

Zoning Inspector: Not Present 

BZA Members: Jim Steelesmith, Keith Campbell (via Zoom) 

Public Present: JD Hughes, 6498 Harlem Road 

   Kristen Hughes, 6520 Harlem Road 

   Courtney Wade, 3 Levering Dr., Fredericktown, OH 43019 

   Cindi Strahler, 3471 Green Cook Rd., Johnstown, OH 43031 

   Bruce McClary, 11561 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Jennifer McClary, 11561 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Bud Myers, 2382 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Nancy Myers, 2382 Miller Paul Rd. 

   R. Hartman, 4855 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Steve Eisenbrown, 4909 Harlem Rd. 

   Joe Clase, 1 S. Harrison St. Ashley, OH 

   Tom Paul, 4936 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Natalie Crew, 4981 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Dan Bickley, 12805 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Kathy Bickley, 12805 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Leisa Ehlers, 13715 Fancher Rd. 

   Brett Scarbrough, 11622 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Jennifer Scarbrough, 11622 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Christi Bartman, 11680 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Mark Bartman, 11680 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Sue Rhodes, 11544 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Deborah Link, 11590 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Allison Zadel, 11544 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Dan Kaderly, 12561 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Karen Wolfe, 12650 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Ray Wilcox, 5106 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Denise Hergatt, 6218 Harlem Rd. 

   Chris Hill, 6218 Harlem Rd. 

   Fred Isacc, 5979 Harlem Rd. 

   Judy Isacc, 5979 Harlem Rd. 

   Cathy Ottinger, 11660 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Eric Ottinger, 11660 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Dan Towslee, 5356 Miller Paul Rd. 

   Fred Wilke, 5884 Harlem Rd. 

   Steve Carter, Center Village Rd. 

   Tara Freter, 4419 Sunbury Rd. 

   Jeff Metzler, 11301 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Sharon Metzler, 11301 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Mickey Hutson, 11279 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Drew Hutson, 11279 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Korrie Marsch, 12460 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Joe Marsch, 12460 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Aaron Cosgrove, 11325 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Marilyn Lankford, 12410 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Gary Lankford, 12410 Gorsuch Rd. 

   Terri Anderson, 5890 Harlem Rd. 

   John Anderson, 5890 Harlem Rd. 

   Jo Irwin, 10920 Gorsuch Rd. 



   Ed Jafer, 12844 Foundation Rd., Croton 

   Aubrey Bartman via Zoom 

   Shelby Meek via Zoom 

   D. Metzger via Zoom 

   Karen Koenig via Zoom 

 

Mr. Kabler read the hearing rules and procedures and explained the purpose of tonight’s hearing. 

 

Mr. Kabler opened the hearing and asked the secretary to read the public notice into the record. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

The Harlem Township Zoning Commission is being asked to consider the following: 

 

Jackie L. Fling & Terri L. Fling, 4210 Maynard Road, Delaware, Ohio 43015, are seeking to 

rezone 58.633 acres from current zoning AR-1 Agricultural Residential to FR-1 Single Family 

Residential.   

 

There is no physical address for the property. Parcel ID # 316-320-04-014-000.   

 

The hearing will be held on Monday, April 4, 2022, at 8:30 p.m. at the Harlem Township 

Firehouse, 3883 South State Route 605, Galena, Ohio 43021.  The hearing is open to the public.  

The application and accompanying documents are on display at the rear door of the Firehouse. 

 

Mike Kabler, Chair 

 

Mr. Kabler asked the secretary if the application was on the correct form.  The secretary stated 

the application was on the correct form. Mr. Kabler asked the secretary if the applicant or agent 

had signed the application. The secretary stated the agent had signed the application and a Power 

of Attorney was present with the application.  

 

Mr. Kabler asked what the specific zoning request was. The secretary stated to rezone 58.633 

acres from current zoning district AR-1 to proposed zoning district FR-1 Single Family 

Residential.   

 

Mr. Kabler asked Commission members if the correct legal description was furnished in text and 

map and do they reinforce each other.  Mr. Kabler stated he had found a slight discrepancy in the 

legal description in paragraph 10.  Mr. Nied stated there were originally 68+ acres and that 9+ 

acres had been taken out and transferred to the Fling son.  Commission members found no 

issues. 

 

Mr. Kabler asked the secretary if the adjacent, adjoining, contiguous and across from property 

owners had been notified of the hearing.  The secretary stated all adjacent, adjoining, contiguous 

and across from property owners had been notified by first class mail.  The secretary stated there 

had been one letter returned for property owner #25, Jeffrey Metzler.  The secretary stated the 

letter had been addressed to Westerville, Ohio instead of Galena, Ohio.  The secretary stated 

Sharon Metzler had received notification of the hearing to the Galena address.   

 

Mr. Kabler asked if there were any non-notified property owners present.  There were no non-

notified property owners present.  Mr. Kabler asked the secretary if there were any waivers from 

non-notified property owners.  The secretary stated there were no waivers. 

 

Mr. Kabler asked Commission members if there were any other errors noted. There were no 

errors noted. 

 

Mr. Kabler stated the recommendation from Delaware County Regional Planning had not been 

received and asked the secretary to make sure the recommendation is forwarded to the Trustees 

when it was available. 

 

Mr. Kabler asked Commission members if they had any questions at this time.  Ms. Manson 

stated she would like to see the same condition made in the motion as with the previous hearing.   

 



Mr. Nied stated the property is currently crop land and there is a reduction in the property taxes.  

Mr. Nied asked if when the land is subdivided, will there be the intention of further crops grown.  

Mr. Clase stated the County is likely to want to preserve farmland. Mr. Clase stated that if sewer 

comes in it will be easier to subdivide.  Mr. Nied stated the adjusted rate for Pewoma soil is 

higher on soil types.  Mr. Clase stated they may consider an overlay.  Mr. Kabler asked if that 

would be a conservation overlay.  Mr. Clase stated they have done the yield plans.  With the 

possibility of sewer lines there is a potential to cluster houses.   

 

Mr. Nied stated the City of Columbus is bringing the trunk lines to Harlem Township by 2025. 

Delaware County will have to provide the feeder lines within the Township at that point.  Mr. 

Kabler stated that will take planning. 

 

Mr. Clase stated he had talked with Scott Sanders from DCRPC and discussed that the site lends 

itself to a creative design.  There will not be traditional lots.  Based on soil and easements there 

will be no more than 19 lots on the south side with traditional splits with the ability to preserve 

more land.   

 

Mr. Kabler opened the hearing for public comments and questions. 

 

Bruce McClary, 11561 Gorsuch, asked if they could get a guarantee of 19 lots.  Mr. Clase stated 

they did not plan to create more than 19 lots.  Mr. McClary stated he would like to continue to 

maintain the rural feel of the township and hopes the developers will consider that when making 

decisions.  Mr. McClary voiced concern of 29 two acre lots for the property.   

 

Fred Isaac, 5979 Harlem Road, stated he lives across from this property.  Because DCRPC has 

not weighed in, have we considered there could be 4 people for each of the 19 lots. He asked the 

Commission to table this proposal until the County authorities weigh in.  Mr. Isaac stated he 

knows development is going to happen but would like to enjoy the quality of life we currently 

have. 

 

Deborah Link, 11590 Gorsuch, stated she had concerns about the environment being overtaxed.  

Ms. Link stated Duncan Run goes way over its banks now.  Adding more housing will disrupt 

what we have now.   

 

Dan Kaderly, 12456 Gorsuch, asked if we attach to sewer will we be annexed and forced to 

attach to sewer.  Mr. Kabler stated the individual property owner has a right to ask to be annexed 

but must be contiguous to Columbus.  As far as sewer that is 10 years down the road and it 

would be up to the County to mandate connection.   

 

Jennifer McClary, 11561 Gorsuch, asked if the public concerns are taken to the next level.  Ms. 

Lewis stated the concerns voiced tonight go into the Commission’s minutes and are forwarded to 

the Trustees.   

 

Ms. Manson stated the welfare of the township is considered by the Trustees.   

 

Ms. McClary expressed concerns of one to two kids per household taxing the Souders school and 

asked if schooling is considered in the decision making.  Ms. Lewis stated the school system has 

to provide an education to all students.  The Commission does not consider schooling, they 

determine if the zoning request meets the regulations of the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning 

Resolution.   

 

Denise Hergatt, 6218 Harlem Rd., stated on the west side of Harlem Rd. there is a tributary that 

runs through her property and has concerns of erosion.  Ms. Hergatt stated any mitigation would 

be welcomed.   

 

Brett Scarbrough, 11622 Gorsuch, stated he wants responsible development.  Mr. Scarbrough 

asked if DCRPC recommendation goes to the Trustees.  Mr. Scarbrough asked if the request 

goes to referendum can the applicant resubmit an application.   

 

   

 



Mr. Kabler asked if there were any other comments from the public.  Being none, Mr. Kabler 

closed the public portion of the hearing. 

 

Mr. Kabler opened the hearing to Commission members for comments, questions and action. 

 

Ms. Hoperich asked if the Commission can wait until they receive the recommendation from 

DCRPC.  Mr. Kabler stated the Commission can wait but the recommendation from DCRP will 

go directly to the Trustees.  The secretary stated Mr. Clase had attended the DCRPC meeting.  

Mr. Clase stated DCRPC recommended cluster design while waiting for sewer but did 

recommend approval of the rezoning request. 

 

Mr. Nied made a motion that in as much as application HTZC 22-07 conforms to the intent of 

the Harlem Township Comprehensive Plan and appears to meet all applicable aspects of the 

Harlem Township Zoning Resolution, I move that the Harlem Township Zoning Commission 

recommend to the Harlem Township Trustees said application be approved contingent on the 

provision of updated/revised net acreage that takes in the 100’ buffer along Duncan Run be 

included in the net acreage calculations.  Ms. Lewis seconded the motion. Mr. Kabler asked if 

there was any discussion on the motion.  Being none, Mr. Kabler asked for a roll call vote on the 

motion. Virginia Lewis, aye. Tom Nied, aye. Mike Kabler, aye. Joni Manson, aye. Brittany 

Hoperich, aye. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Kabler stated the Comprehensive Plan allows for this rezoning of acreage of 2 acre lots 

while preserving our natural resources. 

 

Mr. Kabler stated the application would be forwarded to the Trustees who will set a date for their 

hearing at there meeting on April 20, 2022. Mr. Kabler stated after the Trustees decide there will 

be a 30-day waiting period to allow for public referendum.  

 

Ms. Manson made a motion to adjourn hearing HTZC 22-07.  Mr. Nied seconded the motion.  

Mr. Kabler asked for a voice vote on the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.  Hearing HTZC 22-07 

was adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherrie Steele, Secretary 

 

 

 

________________________________________ __________________________________ 

Mike Kabler, Chair     Joni Manson, Vice Chair 


